INTERVENTION OF SHAN TIEN'S LUCKY DAY

around. "Their lack of punctual respect does not
enlarge our sympathy towards their cause."

"They are all hard-striving persons of studious
or commercial habits," replied Ming-shu, " and have
doubtless become immersed in their various traffics."

"Should the immersion referred to prove to be
so deep-----"

"A speedy messenger has already gone, but
his returning footsteps tarry," urged Ming-shu
anxiously. "In this extremity, Excellence, I will
myself----"

"High Excellence," appealed Kai Lung, as soon
as Ming-shu's departing sandals were obscured to
view, "out of the magnanimous condescension of
your unworldly heart hear an added plea. Taught
T>y the inoffensive example of that Lao Ting whose
success in the literary competitions was brought
about by a conjunction of miraculous omens-----"

"Arrest the stream of your acknowledged ora-
tory for a single breathing-space,'" commanded the
Mandarin dispassionately, yet at the same time
unostentatiously studying a list that lay within
his sleeve. "What was the auspicious name of the
one of whom you spoke?"

" Lao Ting, exalted; to whom at various periods
were subjoined those of Li, Tzu, Sung, Chu, Wang
and Chin."

"Assuredly. Your prayer for a fuller hearing
will reach our lenient ears. In the meanwhile, in
order to prove that the example upon which you
base your claim is a worthy one, proceed to narrate
so much of the story of Lao Ting as bears upon the
means of his success."
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